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Would you like to say something now about the codes by which Palestinians™ :X°77
exist and recognize each other — and about the idea of repetition and excess as a way
:7°Y0 YW ARDMI INWDN Lof existing?”
Let me tell you another story that will show you what I mean. A close friend
of mine once came to my house and stayed overnight. In the morning we
had breakfast, which included yogurt cheese with a special herb, za’tar.
This combination probably exists all over the Arab world, and certainly in
Palestine, Syria, and Lebanon. But my friend said: ‘There, you see. It’s a sign
of a Palestinian home that has za’tar in it.” Being a poet, he then expatiated
at great and tedious length on Palestinian cuisine, which is generally very
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much like Lebanese and Syrian cuisine, and by the end of the morning we
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