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“Consequently, any activity that is potentially harmful to others and
requires certain demonstrated competence for its safe performance is
subject to regulation — that is, it is theoretically desirable that we
regulate it.” %’
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“..we must regulate occupations or activities that are potentially
dangerous to others.”
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“A parent must be competent if he is to avoid harming his children;
even greater competence is required if he is to do the 'job’ well.
But not everyone has the minimal competence. Many people lack the
knowledge needed to rear children adequately.”*
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“Licensing is unacceptable, someone might say, since people have a
right to have children, just as they have rights to free speech and free
religious expression.”
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“It is implausible to claim either that infertile people have rights to
be given children or that people have rights to intentionaly create
children biologically without incurring any subsequent responsibility
to them.”?!

°> P°071% N1 ,N1ID 0I0 HW 0°Ipna NMIMAR NS DR 370N vDYY IPOn
nIoTI DR P X2 22IYR 790 X3 NIDTA NR 7993 7900 Mot nwxIT InIms
,0°72° 7n22p~a 7Y Y2p% NPYaw NIST PR 07PY NINTPW 120 v2IDY OX 7T
NXT .0973% P71 XYY 0279 X227 NIOT ,NINAR NIST2 ART 32NN AR 7

.185’ya Qw29
.186 'va ,Qqw 30
.187—186 'v2 ,Qw 31

482



201977 11w 1337 1IRR n Yy y7WN — T LDWN "IIRN

D7 07w 0PnY DY NIIAY NIDTAN L2IBY W 3TIWI INNON ,TIN
1P PYAN% MIPNAY NWATIR NYINRA DRWY 93 ovh 190 X3 0o%
“right to »10°2% o> nn vIBY 3 P07% N1 I NIPNOAN B3 .OPWY INRIT YW
02739 P71 R 0PwY 079 X7an® niot YX> have children”

PRI INMSY WP MY W 7Y vI1Y YW 12T JUnInw RYR
oY MXRIIT 172 0T DR Y9I DMANY 792 pENoaY PR 3 YIv vIdY
09701 0P PN DPVITIVOL TINY? 07X DAY XPR NP2 H°RNN

“...aperson has a right to rear children if he meets certain minimal
standards of child rearing.”**

923777 70777 ININD 197K QWA Yapnn “rear” mIma vph Y Wi wi 1pIRN
WMDMI wHnwn v9ID? aydi 1D ,°YPvnm 07 T 0IYR 13 nR
JWNAA DY MINIPPA NN “rear” NN WY 7727 7% NI Ml

:3 2N10 VDY INRNT

“It may well be that there are aternative ways of regulating parents
which would achieve the desired results — the protection of children
— without strictly prohibiting nonlicensed people from rearing
children.”3?
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“...it seems to be the best way to prevent children from being reared
by incompetent parents.” 34
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“If LaFollette’'s suggested scheme were put into practice, then
‘unlicensed’ parents would be prohibited from taking their child home
from the hospital, or raising their child, if they could not become
‘licensed’ parents.”?*
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:75 7an22 avwh on1vn

“There are arguments to the effect that this kind of interference should
be extended to the desire to beget. Hugh LaFollette, for example, has
argued that we should introduce a system of licensing parents to have
children, on the basis of predictive tests designed to pick out those
who are liable to abuse their children.”*¢
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“Tort is universally defined as some sort of worsening in the condition
of a person (damages being an attempt to compensate for exactly that
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difference between the person’s condition before the harm was done
and following it).”#

1w 9 Yy L,NR Whw 733 95 X L,0mTI7 DR vIan? o°v1>° ark o
pY 1DINI WL? 222120 DPRW 17O (2°299Nn 0% IX) 799PIR NIRENY
20 anb naL 9197 0 KD L0730 1R RDIDR and 2vIn 701 00 noab mvnan
nPIYY) TR XY OAYY TWHRW 2¥M PR NITAPATR L02T9N PR RPIPR NP
IR IR AR 71991 INT2I DXYH YIIT IR 20T MW YW 1AVNW 1907 X2 (NN

777 YW P ma .0PIvY XA axY Y 770 POXR 1AL IR vInnah 9100

“Regret and gratitude apply only under conditions in which a
comparison can be made, a comparison between two possible states
of the same person. Non-existence is not a state of a person.”**
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“The child becomes the unprotected victim of whoever gives birth to
him.” 4
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“To procreate under such circumstances would be tantamount to a
temporally protracted infliction of harm. Therefore while the act of
procreation per se may be morally blameless, the act under such
circumstances would be blameworthy and constitute an injury. Under
such circumstances, therefore, the right to have a child fails.” 4
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:95 nan1d
“But it's not clear why we should accept a moral approach with such
consequences.” ¢
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Laura M. Purdy “Can Having Children Be Immoral?’ Should Parents be Licensed (Peg 47
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487



y’wn — 7T UDWN CIIRN anIax nrhy

DIATATR NV 2I8MT PIva 1PN PoR .22

N1 X2 ANV 779307 NUAI02 PIR AMIA I PODA 03 LT ARIW DD
FNIIWDR 73971 %,pD 73 28T 518 ,540/82 X7V X7 DID0Y MIATATR NYYa
*10% ANIDY 5 /23 HW MDD PY 201 29877 1y .aAYNIYa 37900 nvw Hw
QW3 NPNWIIN 7%1M OR M2% 275 7701237 09I N33 v PR PRI
XPW 7NYT2 TWINI A0 X7 0NV 0577 RIRYA ¥10Y by w7
APWINAY LARDINN LAAPR 7WNAW MAN® oX Y 057 ov1v RUaab
oY 79137 X277 1991 PRI AYANY WWR R¥HI RY 0D PO A3 amvT ,ap7aa
11°1°7% 75 23 71011 ARDING YW YWIST AIINAR 2PY ANV DORIRY THYAY
NI an "nw WA NRT NIAPYa .APnnan 22107 12 72 791 193021 wwn X972
79°77 OYVM DRI L0720 N°27 ARDINT T3 2YWIPA IINNT LOWNT N*27 PPN
LW T YY fo YV ANMTI T9°7 ayvn AYUANT PO M0 °13 Oyvn v
VI w3 77 71RYR vdWHT N°a .RPapN1 0UAN aYLD VAN 9T A
nvap Yy 1w oM 02N 031 ARDIN YW 7R (518782 R7Y) TIARD MVIVA
TIYIY (540/82 X7Y) MW MYIVA .0AY 0IMW PR Y M¥°0% 0°MRn nyhan
mIyva 79°% onY ANV 7790 YUY A% 20w pTIT DY D12 DW1 PO DRDwn
DI QY TN P KD L0 2w nPuIan ARDIN YW YWwIon annaR XYnoRw
M0 INYAHIn $A073 25 (YL T2°7 930 0 NnRn 0w P I9 IMYY Awpn
n*2 .71y 12 0931 NI TWYH DXV 1991 791 RYNYXR 70 20w TV 0 9D
27737 (518/82 X”¥) D27 N2 YW MIYIVI DR NINTY IR 7D 0NN VDWHT
X”Y) T2°7 DYLA MYIVI DR 23pY ©HAT (3727913 VOIYT PW INYT TAI0) MNP
.(540/82
M%7 YwOL DYTIN PRIV MW L,pI3 vDIWTI NMDTIA RWIY TIWNT
,D°¥°23M7 oIV T3 JUBWAT YW 11T DR IPITT ANV 37900 nvvaw
XPW 1972 0,77 (YIWW D3 ,NRT Ay SLatn onva Ywon by 70 127% amTa
2.0PNRT PXORIVIRT DR NPDONT 7IAY VIPIYT ,POTY YW PNIPON DX Yaph
QAW 75 95 0Wp 01 0 W 0230 01pR DIW? °3 TIVL NIID 12 RWIY W]
7PYo H¥ 171372 715N NI .0PRT 2XMM DPRITIR 21X 77TV 7D 10D IWDKR
N1y 91%Y 99197 OX 7R NPODT 1NNT 1977-175wn ,Pwnyi pin (3)(X)316
MpnY NIDT1A ANWYW ARV DR Pm 1IRH T 01913 X Wbl 0N Hva
unw 72372 K21 2°07% ORY INNW IN°72 721 NIPDAN MPna 19w ,NIYDRN

44 1y Swb T 49

(21377 7y :1977) 85 (2)m 77D 50
114 ,94 'va 2w 51

.584 'va ,44 mvn Ywh 0 52

.95 '¥1,50 777 wh 2087r Iy 53

488



20177 11w 1337 1IRR n Yy y7WN — T LDWN "IIRN

Yy MR DR ¥1ANY *nva 900 Y5 X2 MPpan Mpna 700 2eab pann 1oy
43R 19077 KW

DILIRAN NYVAN APXR DM RV TRV PORPY NTMIYR NI 0D (YL I3
:3 72052 01 RY2 DTPY DIVIRAN RYR DIPRY

»1% 10 DR AWYN WK ,MYWINT RIN XY 23 ORI YW INI0T 03 1ROD”
IR LPYY 1A I WK L0IVPRT LO7ATRY NIOT Y PopY 1Y PR .0
557 o1 XDY 00 HW 00rRE XOR 000 K YW 00rRD

na mo17m5 oI XY2 TPAY NIWDRA DR DOPXNT PI2 73T DX PaAn 0
:aN1971 791 W 0 PnY axNwn

“But thisis not thereal aternative; it isonly ahypothetical or fictitious
one, since this child by definition could not have had a healthy life.”¢
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“...in the absence of a coherent argument for granting legal standing
to the child, no other reasons, social or moral, can have any force.”*’
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“We emphatically reject the novel ideathat Oakley, who was convicted
of intentionally failing to pay child support, has an absolute right to
refuse to support his current nine children and any future children that
he procreates, thereby adding more child victimsto thelist... inlight of
Oakley’stroubling record of child witness intimidation and intentional
refusal to pay child support, denying his nine children assistance for
their basic needs, the condition here will provide his child victims and
any future child victims with some measure of protection from any of
Oakley’s future acts that may violate the law.” ¢’
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“1 conclude that the harm to others who cannot protect themselvesis
so overwhelmingly apparent and egregious here that there is no room
for question... Under certain conditions, it is overwhelmingly obvious
that any child he fathersin the future is doomed to a future of neglect,
abuse, or worse. That as yet unborn child is a victim from the day it
isborn.” ¢
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“Even under these extreme circumstances, however, and even in light
of the state’s strong interest in protecting against further victimization
of these children, a court-ordered prohibition of procreation without
State permission is overly broad.” ¢
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“In their reproductive choices, John and Laura should not only
be concerned with how their own interests will be affected. They
should also consider the interests of their possible child, as it will (if
actualized) be harmed by their reproductive choice.” ™
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“One of the reasons for denying value to non-existence of people is
the very fact that it cannot be attached to people.””
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“We find it hard enough to assess the harm involved in death, yet
we know at least that even if death means complete annihilation
(non-existence) it occurs to someone.” ™
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“(A) A person can benefit (or be harmed) from being brought into
existence;

(B) A person can benefit (or be harmed) from not being brought into
existence.””
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“Heyd's argument from attributability does not, therefore, seem
convincing as an objection to the view that coming into existence
can benefit or harm a person. For in wrongful life cases like the one
with John and Laura, and in cases where the non-identity problem is
involved, the harm or benefit done to the children can be attributed to
real subjects. Here, we can (or will be able to) point at the child and
say, ‘Right here we have the child who has been harmed or benefited
by our reproductive decision.” "¢
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